o

| thatight then and had alwaye tholght
“hat Lanler had no lden of dalhg anys
thing wiong.

Mr. Fagrfax emphasized thh faet that
the “lereconelinble differences’ wern siifs
(ficlont  grounds for  Lanler's  dismissal,
and twilee repodted thig sentence,

Major Lanler would have had to ge,
even If ha had been Innocent, i

Whe  witiiess,  after  dispinlming u_h
knowledge regandifig the lelter sent by
Mr. Ao BOWIlLime to Mo Royadl, pidd
a glowing tribute to Judge Crump not
only awx o private eltizen, but ag n publle
ofMicer, nnd went into o briaf raview of
hig valuahble kervices to the commisalon.

Mr. Willlnm H. Bands temtified to soma
animportant  matiers, after whioh Mr.
Upshir went upon the stand and yvosd o
Intter fram the commisslonersg nddressed
to p Eteamship compnny, In which they
srolia Wighly of his (Tpehut's) abilities,

In nngwer to the questlon, asked by
Mr. Carter, If he thought the nets of the
Virginin Corporation  Company in. con-
arction with the commisslon could bring

aboit ovil unless the officinls were cor-
rupt, My, Dpshur replied:

“No. 1 think they woull have (o ba
Jorrupt.t

Severe On Upshur.

Mnjor Lanler took the stand and read
g eiatement regarding Judge Crump's
sonnetion with the Virginla Corporition
Comps after which Mr., Hill Carter,
for the eommissioners, hegan
s to the committes,
 In i strong and convinelng
speeel, i the evidenca in-the casa
end polnted out the Impoxsibility of wrong-
dolng on the part of the commissioners on
naecount of the purely minlsterial dutles
which wers transacted regarding privite
buslness enrporntions, '

He urged that Judge Crump's aet In
gtheoribing to A Ehars of stoek In tho
Virginia Carporation Company was ‘‘noth-
ing more than an indlscretion, and added:

"That Judge Crump would act improp-
erly on account of ownilng one share of
stock In that company, none but a mad-
man would charge, and none but a mad-
man would belleve.™

“The hend and front of his offending
18 the purchase of one share of stock,
and he is sorry for it'

In his raference to Mr, Upshur, (Mr
Cartar was scathingly sareastlo, keeping
tha eourt-room I a roar by his homor-
ous handling of the chief clork's testl-

mony.  Ha lkened him to a slck woman,
narvous and hyeterleal, who wns ever
ready to take offensa.

Reading from the “charges’”” In which
Mr. Upshur stated  that “no  persiual
feeling ather than contempt and abhor-
rence promptead him, Mr. Carter safd: VIf
he made these charges wlthout pe 1l
ferllng, think of what they would havae
been if they had heen ptrsonall. T tell
you the mnap s a8 vain as a peacock,”

He would have you belleve that this I8
® case of ecorrupt officers, on one hand,
and an incompetent commission on the
other—and draws a pleture of the “abject
gubmission of tha commissioners to him."

20 hitter wera Mr. Carter's attncks upon
Mr. Upshur that Chalrmnn Byrd irser-
rupted the speaker and called his atten-
tion to the fact that Mr, Upshur had no
counsel.

Mr. Hunton Speaks.

The speech of Mr. Eppa Huntory, who
closed, was brilllant, Although consim-
fng not more than a half hour of time,
he sucoeeded In thoroughly reviewing the
cngn and narrowing the evidence to the
point at issue.

With an earnestness that helill not only
the attention of the committes, but of
every one within the coort room, Mr,
Fiunton Insisted upon the good faith of
Judge Crump and of the commizssion In
the matters under Investigation,

Mr. Hunton asserted that
But threo facts stnted by the t
sr rather clalimed to be establighed
that Major Lanier aedvised with

Judge
Crump as to whether ha should arganize

the Virginia (Corporation Company, to
which thera i= no questlon; second, that
Judge Crump did not know that Mr. Camp-
bell, general counsel of the rcongany,
wirked at the rooms of the commission
at night, and, third, that Judge Crump
was o subscriber to a share of =stock in
the Virginla Corporation Company.

He called attention to the valunble work
of the commission, the laws of which, he
ald, were superior to those of any Btate
;n the Unlon. In speaking of Judge
LCrump’s warning to Major Lanler to be
careful not to mix afalrs of his com-

ny with his buslness ot the commis-
fon, Mr. Hunton sajd; “If Major Lanler

ad only Uved up to what Judge Cruomp
old him, would there have been all this
Yalk, all this investigation? 1 say no,
nd I assert that Judge Cromp Hved fully

p te ithe warning he gave Mnjor Lanler.”

Among those present ware:

Messrs, Peler Barkesidale, 1), Q. Eggles.
ton, W, H, Sands, John Eggleston, Hoger
Gregory Blgger, Ienry Fr t fagi ek
Stunrt, Bev, T, Crump, anler, W,
Hrydon Tennant, Irving Campbell E
Willard, Hinsdon Cary, Jiumes
Fred Valentine, Wm, Monteure, Wm, Fiiz-
‘:r‘rﬂm. Blalr Regram, weph Taylor, Wm,
Juke, Jonothar Bryan, W. M. AMeGulre,
J. 8. Bryan, Falrfay Montagne, Judge
fren. T.. Christian, Major Hunter, Frank
Cunnlngham, Wm. Beveredge, Conway
Bands, John Fox, Edward Cromp, Wed-
dell, Tpshur, Barron, W. A, Dahbney, Pol-
lard, Drrake, Gea. B, Wise, Genaral Nalle,
Folkes, Gray Wntson, FSenntor Shands,
Tomphkins, Fred Pleasunte, Uranahaw,
dohn P. MeGulre, Caskla Cabell, Jackson
Guy, Morgan Trent, St George Hryan,
Roy Mitchell, A, B, Gulzon, Nat, Fry,
Gray, E, P. Cox, Haley, Mos#es Green,
Lion, Pettlt, R, E. Lea, Tate Irvine, Tal
liferro, Harry Watson,

POWERFUL PLEA
FOR COMMISSION

Cunnon,

Messrs, Carter and Hunton Argue
Before Investigation Com-

mittee,
Tha final open. eassion of the Leglaln-
Uve Investigation  Commitic Ritting tn
hear evidence In the bie-

iffafr,

in the Clorpori-

r::n
Ion Com
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“Herry's tor Clothes,"

newvw blossoams [rom ‘the

tree,

hat on again after you try on

one o! our spring ‘‘perfectos.'’
They Just go to your head'

naturally, ; i
Dunlap, Stetson, Heath—

there's the world's favorite
trfon FA R Tl BahEstEe
Then all the other favorites

down to a good tile at only $2.

SPRING SHIRTINGS. ’

Some men will have them,
made to ordear,

We're BEST at that, too,

Perfect fit and satistaction
wWea guArAntes,

Come in and look over the
new patterns.,;

Ques. Did It rezult In any nolual
economy ?

Ans, I eannot =a3 that It did, but that
was opur Intentlon.  We found we could
not dispose of Captaln Bartow, and that
rendered the nttempt worthless,
Witness thew told of Mr. Stuart's
employlng A ro® clerk nt $125 o month,
and of hig paying half the s=alary, He
eupposed It woitld =ave time, he sald, in
dolng awnay with detall work of tha offica,
for Lanler had been handling the char-
ter work hefore the new order of things
went Intn effeet.

Mr. Falrfax here went Into o detalled

account of the methods employed by.the
eommiszlon’ In  handling  the varlous
branches of the routine work.
Ho said that the first intimation he
hiaed of any trouble in the oMee was when
Mnjor Lanfer eama to him and asked
permission to leave the offiee. He give
ns his reason for asking him for per-
misslon, that he was on such bad terms
with Mr. Upshur that they did not spenk
excapt when it was absolutely necessary.
Later, Major Lanler spoke to Mr. Stu-
art about thizr same matter,

fdues, by Mr, Byrd:

Do you recollect that Mr. Upshur came
to wyou and told you that Muajor Lanler
had proposed that he (Upshur) take stock
in his company ?

Ang, Yes, I do. AMr. Upshur came (o
my offlee. Nelther of the other commis-
sioners had come down, for it was early
In the morning, He told me of the com-
pany and told me of the nature of the
services that It would render. Ha sald
thay Major Lanler had talked to Judge
( mp, who had approved it.
as busy, but I remeniber thnt he
came to talk to mae with o view of nsking
me what 1 thought of I, 1 remember
that he conveyed by his manner that de
did not approve of the plan, but he did

not =iy #0 dn 80 many words,
I =ald that [ theught that elerks In the
office had no business owning stock in

any such company, aml I think he said,

“*Thers wns no need of you to say that,”
or something ke that,

That was all 1 knew of the matier. 1
did not know that Muajor Lanler hod any
connectlon with the compan I did not
know that Judge Crump had apy enn-
nectlon with It, nor did I know anything
af the company untll Mr. Royall cams
to tha office to ask for 4 copy of the
“charges” on behalf of his cllent, Major
Lanlor.

Mr. Fairfax here went Inte an aceount
of the harges™ filed by Mr. Upshur
on April 17th, and why the “charges'
were not eonsidered at onee, for the rea-
son that one or the otl of the cpm-
missloners wns out of the city, Continu-

I sald:

n May 27th, after office hours, Mr.
thur was cilled Into the office. Mr.
Upshur made his statement. Very fow
yuertlons were agked, and Major Lanler
wna then ecalled in, after Mr, Upshur
hiwd gone out.

Major Lanier wis azked a great num-
ber of guestions.  He sald that Mr. Up-
shur had tried to drive him out of the
offlee, and had never wanted him there,
We saw that the chief clerk and flrst
asslatant elerk were on the polnt of A&
fight, and that we ware up against a very'
serious proposition.  Major Lanler stated
that he regretted that he had embar-
rigsed the commission, and that he woulid
not act in such a4 manner agnin

No Idea of Doing Wrong.

I wns struck with the fact that Major
Lanler was very frank, and that he did
not attempt to concenl anything. In fact,
1 thought then, and I think now, that
Major Lanier bad no iden of doing any-
thing wrong.

If Lanler had proved himself absolutely
innocent we could not have kept hipg in
tha office, on account of the bitter feeling
hetween Mr. Upshur and bhimself,

Mr. Hunton: Please tell about Lanler's
conversatlon with Ju Crump (during
the Mterview Just atated, /s

Mr, Fpirfax: Judge Crump said to
Lanier: “Major, you know that I warned
¥ou that you must have no eonnection
with thls company In the office.’ La-
nler replied that what Judge Crump sald
WS true.

Ay, Falrfax  then told of the ex-
nminatlon of Newhy aml Tyler, He
said that Nwhy felt that he hid done

nooowrong, but that Teler seemed very
Innocent; that eome dnys later Mr TUp-
shiur pxlied that action on the charges'”
delnyed, “And. that Mr. Upshur filed
addittonal "eharges" whilch raused them
to think'that Mr Tyler haid to g0, too,
Witneas contloued: “We  then  deter-
mined that [ ler and the others shoulid
g0, il wo apresd upon the letter, draft-
Crump, siating the reagons

able differonces.' Ap 1 waid
Major Lanler would have
even If he had been inno-

then told of Judge Crump's
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hare, and that statemeant 1a that L am
I thorelgh’ aceord svith whint'my friend,
Mp, Btuart, ' sald thetothar! n/ght sthout
Judge Crumg. SR e Akl o

T huave Byvery confldetees 10 Judge

Crump and eonslder Lim one of the

Ighaat man that I linve evar had

businers  with, 1 think thizs whols

trouble way cnissild from an Indlscra-
ton whieh to ma la Ineamprehensiva,

1 o pnot think that he had any [dea

that he was putting Wimeplf n any po-

gitlan that might embarrasa Himeelf,
the commizslon, o any ono else, and

I want to state that T hive to-day,

and have nlwayns had, thorough confl-

denea In Judge Crimp as nan ofleer,

s fAoman and paoa lnwyer of moarked

abllity, for the character of work

thit lie has hnd Lo o' In (he Corporn-
ton Commission.

Mr, Chairman, In that respest, ho has
done ns well ns any lawyer in ine Stile
of Virginla gould do. T do not wish you
to think that T fea] myaolf comprtent to
Judge the ability of lawyers, but In this
respeol T do, In that out of folirteen or
fitteen—possihly mors—cases  that have
hean earrled up from the Corporation
Commlsslon Court to the Court of Ap-
penls of the State, and one to the Tinltea
Siates Court, In every casa but ons his
opinions have heen absolutely sustalned,
and In that ona that waa not absolutely
sustalned, theré was a very slight dif-
ference, and it wns a minor cass, Now
aurely, no other In the State of Virginia
could have done any tmtter than that,
unless he had won the balanee of that
other ecase, and I don't hollave there fa
another lawyer who would have dratted

his papors and conducted those legal
matters, and mora ably than Judge
Crumg'

Mr. Carter then psked:

Qués. Was thera any attempt on your
PRTL 0 deep seerat the fact that Judge
Crump held n share of stack In tha Vir,
ginla Corporation Company?

Ans.  No, Wa never knew that Judga
Crump held a share of stock untll we
were told by Mr, Royall, When we learn-
ed that faet, the news was public proporty.
Ques. Was It not the truth that if a
slander sult had been brought, that Judga
Crump's eonnectlon with this company
had heen brought out?

Ans, Yes, It was. Our only attempt
wns to help Mr, Upshur: to sliminate the
slanderous portlon af the ‘charges,'

Had No Connection

Question by Mr, Sears—What econnec-
tion, If any, dld Judga Crump have, as
chalrman of the Corporation Commis-
slon, within your knowledge, with the
Virginia  Corporatlon  Company, = other
than the ownlng of one share of lis
Btock?

Answer by Mr. Falrfax—Never any, Mr,
Sears, that I have heard of or known of,
except what has come out In this in-
vestigatlon. T had not the slightest Idea,
and did not know anything about any
connectlon that ke might have had nt
any tline or In any way with It. I had
no knowledgs of any connection that ha
had with it, In any way.

Questlon by Mr. Sears—Mr, Falrfax,
I want to ask you another question, and
am very frank to say that I hardly know
how to frame It 0 08 ta make It fntelll-
glble for you to answer it. From your
nasoclation and  knowledge of Judge
Crump a6 & member of the Corporation
Commiesion, and In your study of the
character of the man, will veu pleasy
state to the committes how he has {m-
prossed  you, whether his nature  was
pjunsuspecting  and gulleless, or that of
the adroit, scrutinizing—not taking for
granted the nioral plane upon which gen-
tlemen nre =upposad to act In thelr deal-
Ings, one with anothar? Do I make my-
solf Intellizible to you? It is rather hard
to frame the quest{on,

Ans, Mr. Falrfux: Yes sir, T think [
understand you.. L wisa 1 could express
‘mysell as fully as I feel In regard to that.
I think Judge Crump is as Inndcent of
any Intent to do wronz as It Is possihle
for-n man to be; I think hlg quiet and
confiding nature hns gotten him into this
trouble.  Indeed, I know that is  what
has gotten him into 1t. He takes for
granted thiat every proposition that comes
to him from & man lie knows, is stralght,
and that there Is nothing disagreeable
or objectionable 1o coma out of It 1
do not wish to belittle him In any way,
but In my oplnion that 1s Judge Crump's
weakness, I never knew a more Inno-
cent and gullelrss man in my life, of his
age wnd his businesz, and particularly
ong who has been practicing law ns long
as he has,

Equal Not to Be Found.

Mr. Bears: I undeérstand you to have
=aid alan that while that Is true, that
in wyour assaclation with Judge Crump
you at the sameo time regard hlm In his
eapaclty a8 a Inwyer as= one rfulck to
sen tha legal nicetier and refinements In
questiong that are presented to him in
the discharge of an officlal duly.

Mr. Fairfax: So far as I am able to
judge along that line, Mr. Bears, I do
not belleve his equnl could ba found, He
Berme to me to have n most eonclss,
clear and accurate |dea of legal points,
and I think due to that has bedn hly
great success In drafung these orders
and papera and one thing and anothsr
that have gone up from the Corporation
Commission to the higher courts, and
In whizh, as I say ha has been so well
suntaiped, I wlll say too In that re-
gpect that In these cases, Tepresenting
thess tromendous eorporations, with cap-
{tal unlimited, hefors us have come the
ablest legal talent that could be pro-
cured In the land—lawyers from all over
the country, and the bast lnwyers rapre-
sentlng thesa large corporatlons, where,
If nman did not have hig eyes open and
waa not very guick about If, ha would
hava been caught up in probhably half a
dozen different ways, 1 Imagine, 80 far
ua 1 can see Into the legal matters, and
he would probably have lost o gonod many
of thess cases for the State. T think ha
has been ane of the most valuable sar-
vants of the State of Virginla during
his Incumbancy of this posTHmn that T
hove ever known In any positlon in thes
Btate, [ think he has saved more money
1o tha Btate nnd gotten her out of
mora troubles,

Knew Nothing About Letters.

Mr, Carter; IMd you know anything
about thls correrpondence Letwnen Alfred
Willinms and Mr. Royall, or did you
mention that?

Mr. Falrfaz: No, 1 411 not mentlon it,
I knew nb=olutely nothing  about  (t—
dhil not know there wis such o latter
In the world until 1L was prodiuced hore.

Mr. Lanler: May I asii thns witnesa a
nuestion?

Mr. Chalrman; Yews, sir) go nhead.

Mr, lanler: You statwl A moment ago
that about the tima the organization of
thiy Virginin Corporotien Company waos
under conglderntion Mr. Upshur verbally

caled vour attention to Jt—that 1° was
contemplating the organlzation, nr that
the organlzetion of such o company wns
unda ut the thna,

Mry F fnx: I did nat.

Mr, Fulrfux then stood asidy,

Mr. W, I, Bonde was then sworn' and

trule the stand,  Major Lanler anked the
| witrigas if he (Lanlerd had ever faled
| to phow him every conmidaration in fur-

| nlahing  wim forng 6od o informatlon,

| IMr. Bunds 1a an affleer of a rival som-

l::-..a- to the Virglnin Corporntion Cope
TN

| Mulor Eands stated th answer that he
Ll never recelyed any discourtesy ot
the bnnds of the commisslonérs or any

clorlt In thelr offiée,  He sald that Cap-
e Barrow had oalled upon him 1o ank
nr hle raport, and thot he hst told hin
did nat have (he forme. Tle wild
Cuptain Harraw [ater retirned with
Turms nd that hie (hen fllod them

|
|
|
1

[
I
1
|
i

|
[l
| faut,

Br. Kpnds, |0 wiswer oo quostlon of
My, Hunton, seld that the cherter of hin

1 would lllite th mnke n Alatement Just

—

company, the Vieginin Incorporaling and
‘TriiAt Corporation, wia vory brdad,

Mri  Upkhur thoen lock the stand, at
‘the fequestiiof the chaivimnnn,

Mr, Byrd naked tho questiont -

Wuem Thare has been some question
hers nm to the naturs of the work you
dld {n the commission, Have you any
lottars  from' any of . the commimisalonsrs
remarding your work?

Ang, I Nave, elr, bt they are [h my
offlea, 1 will go get them.

ir. Upshiic secured the lettars and
continiied, (FHa hore rond a lgtter wrlt-
ten by Mewsre, Crump and Htuart and
uiidarsed by Mr, Frirfax, to a shlp com-
pithy, I which he [Upshur] was highly
endoraed,)

Be Officer of Both.

AMr. Byrd: It is (mportant for this eom-
mittea to know this:

Ques,  Buppors you nnd Lanler and
T¥ler and Nawby had hecomna Interested
In the ¥irginia', Corporation  Company,
what resulta would have followed?

Ans.  The officers of ons might have
been the officera of tha nthor.

Ques.  Hupposs Mr. Tyler had earad
to nat Improperly In ofce, could ho have
been apprehended?

Ans. Ha cotild not,

Ques, Has the Auditor any check on
tha eommlisslon?

Afhe. No, nat en {he registration foes
and franchisa’ tax. |

Mr,. Carter then asked the witness this
fqueation: g

Ques. Thesa evils could not have oc-
curred unless the oMelals wern corrupt?

ns, No, I think they would have to
ha oorrupt.
Qued. (Mr. Carter repeated hls ques-
tlen), -
Ans. I think not.

Mr. Upshur then stoog aside.

Lanier Reads Paper,

Major Lanler then nsked permission
to read n paper.

“It is short," sald Major Lanler.

“'Bhortnees Is so variable,” replied Mr.
Byrd, ''but go ahead.”

Mnjor Lanler then read the follow-
Ing atatement:

Mr. Chalrman,—Tt was not my purpose
to hava anything further to say in this
unhappy controversy, but after llstening
yasterday to Judge Crumpa' testimony, I
feel that justice' to myself dsmands. that
1 correct some falsa Impressions which
Judge Crump's testimony 18 calculated to
produce, My own =ansa of duty In this
regard has heen atrengthened and fortl-
fledd by tha ndvies of friends, and particu-
larly Mr. Royall, my counsel, with whom
1 hava been In touch since thia investign-
tlon began. .
Tnaofar as the people ‘nf this particular
community sand the passing hour are
concerned, I might with very great pro-
priety rest thls cass wlthout another
word from ma, but it s not the present
moment only that concerns me, but aleo
tha ultimate verdlet of posterity, for the
record of this case will continue to spenk
long after the presant generation® has
paszaad awny. At the opening of this
investigation 1 concelved that Judge
Crump was being made the unfortunnte
victim of a harmiess Indiscretion, and
notwithstanding the wrong that he had
done me, T then and there, upon my own
Initiative, determined to protect and de-
fend him In 8o far as I could without de-
parting from the paths of truth.

It & manifest from hls testimony that
he did not appreciate the spirit that ani_
mated me in what 1 did, but on the
contrary has spoken lightly and trifling.
1y of this matter and manifestly sought
to impose upon e the burden and re-
sponsibility of it all.

“Would Be President.”

I would not haye It understood for a
moment that T am seeking to evads any
burden or respons!bility that rightly and
justly helongs to me, but T cannot parmit
my Integrity and character to suffer or
be sacrificed in his Interest. It therefore
hecomes necéssary for me to state cer-
taln facts and clrfumstances which show
conclusively " thaf Judge Crump's con-
naction wlth this company and subscrip-
tlon to lte eapital stock, which 1 belleve
to be absolutely Innocent In themselves,
were not matters to which he gave only
& passing consideration and whlch made
no {mpresslon upon his mind amidst the
multitudinous duties that werg engaging
his attentlon at that tima.

"I held several eonferences with Judge
Crump in regard to this scheme, and his
Interest In It was as lively and as sin-
cera a8 that of any man to whom [
spoke In regard to it. We had at that
time a proposition from Mr. O. J. Sands,
presldent of the  Amerlcan Nutlonal
Bank, to make the business of this com-
pany part of a trust company which he
And some of his friends at that time pro-
posed Lo organize with a capital stock of
at least $00.000, If I remember correctly,
end it was at his (Mr. S8ands) suggestion
that the charter wa applied for contalned
the broad purposes that have been the
subject of so much comment,

“I expeciedl one afternoon to mee Mr.
8ands and hiz assoeintes In conference in
regard to thls scheme, and before the
tima for the meating T went to Judge
Crump and nsked himy If he would au-
thorlze me to say to these gentlemen, if
the suggestlon was made, that he would
censider resigning  his posltlon on gdhe
Corporation Commilsslon and take the
presidentey of this proposed trust com-
pany, and he authorized -me 8o to do,
though 1 will say that ha went on to
State that he did not Itke to leaye the
commilssion eo soon, a# the work had
not progressed far enpugh, and that it
would look llke deserting a sacred trust
and perhape subjeet h!im to the criticisms
of the people, or words: torthat effect.

It 18, therefore, manifest that Judge
Crump either gnve the arganization of
this. company most serlous and thought-
ful consideration, or that he trifled with
o businesa: proposition which appeared,
at the time, to be of great magnitude, Dp
not understand me. as Implying or In-
tending to eny that Judge Crump was
actuated by nny improper motlve In all
thla matter, for T bellave, on the pon-
trary, that no man ever went Into any-
thing with purer and more honorable pit-
posea and Intentions than did  Judge
Crump when he conferred with me in
regard to the organization of this com-
pany and subseritad to lts capltal stoel:,'

Mr, Carter Argues.

Chalrman Dyrd then onnpunced that
the taking of testlmony had been com-
pleted and that the committee would hear
Argument, 3] ¥

“How long will you give us?' agked
Mr. Hunter, "An ‘hour each?'

“Ag you ars mtrong, be merclful,” re-
plied Mr, Byrd.

*Then wo will only ask for an hour and

n half tn ba dlvlded bhetween Mr. Cartap

and myeel, sald Mr. Huntop.

“That |8 ngresabla to the committee,’

replled My, Byrd; “proveed.’”. | !

Mr. Chalrmen nnd Gentlement  of the
Commitien: L

It is, [ think, pretty clear from tha
testimony In this eass that the most serl-
ous—ln fact, the only fault that can he
charged ngninet nny onoa of these thros
eommissloners who we represent—[g tha
fael thit the chalrman of tha commlis-
ilan,  Judge Crump, subacribed in Janu-
nry, or Fehruary, 1005, to o singla shars
of utonk In this corporation with whlﬁh
Mujor Lanler was connoctod.

In that connection, you willl observe
that thers are two kindg of corporations
In Virginin which come before tha Cor-
paratlon  Commisston;  Flrat, the ordi-
miry nnd common run of l:nrpnmﬂonn-—-
thurs whioh get chopters to do g private
huslness, comprising nireaty=nine of every
hundred of corperationsg’in the Commons
wunlth,  T'helr poweral of  giving | the
vhnt nre hoyond  tha contrel of the
Corporation Commlsslon, . Tha Corporn-
tan  Commisslon, a8 to ) those charters,
acte purely miniaterlal, ke the clerks
In oup courts reearding deads,  Tha olerk
ennnot reeord o, deed unless: It s prop=

arly aolnowledged, but If It Is properly
acknowledged he hes no power and no
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discratlon, A chartar {ssned to tha or-
dinary eorporation—thia hurenu, or new
department whloh Major Lanlar ‘waa
clerk of, and whish Judge Crump had
specinl chargo of, wns enguged In lasu-
Ing those charterd; Lhelt ncts wera pure-
I¥ ministerinl, and the faact that the
chalrman of tha Corporation Commission
raw fit to tnke n shate of stock in n
enrporation which prepared nnd super-
vised those charters, It meems to me If
any error ot all, was A very slight one,
especially when you conalder thes fact
that it would not come before him In any
judieial ecapaclty, Would It he Improper
for n judga of one of our courts, for In-
stance, to own stock In o ecorporntlon
thnt was doing a private business In tha
State?

No Moral Iniquity.
I notleed, coming up hera this avaning:
n drug store—the Polk Miller Drug Com-
pany. Would It ba' considered an Im-
proper thing for one of tha judges of our
Court of Appeals to. own #&tock in the
Miller Drug Cmpany? 1 taka it not;
but It that corporation eame te have an
Interest hefora tha court—If It came up as
a sultor In his eourt—that judge could not
sit, 'and he would ha wanting In self-
rospect and wanting In every attributa of
an honeet man, if ha dld not challenge
himself the minute It came, And that Is
what Judge Crump meant when he sald
he knew when he took this stock that If
an occaglon arose when {t became Im-
proper for him to hold it, It could lLe
transferred at a moment's notlee, That
fs all. At any rate, If that ls not a com-
plete justificatlon for his act, it Ig ona
that  welghs strongly In  considering
whether this was pnything more than an
Indiscretion.  Burély, no man, however
gtrict ha he, however susplelous ha he,
waould say that It Indleated moral Infquity,
The amount s n trifle. The man’'s charac-
ter amd manner of life ia too well known,
his explanation {8 top clear and simple—
and look at the time and the manner
in which It was subscribed to. It was In
the early winter of 186, This was a hard
worked commisslon. The clarks were all
overworked. At thal time they ware bn-
ginning the most important work that this
commiegsion had to do, namely, the regu-
lation of the rates and charges of the
rallroad companies,
There were pending two or three trou-
hlesome appeals—one of them In Alex-
andrla, whioh has been referred to—one
somewhere alse. In the multitude of
the labors It {s unnecessary for me to
say, for you mgentleman know, that the
labora In the=e matters fall mostly upon
the chairman of the commisslon, ha he-
Ing the lawyer member, and the man
who:has .upon. him the bhurden and heat
of all these controverales pending those
proceedings.  Having before him THesa
important contexted matiers, and hav-
ing always had in mind that he ought
to he relleved from thess purely minis-
terial duties, thérs comes Into his office
one 0f his clerks, Major Lanler, and sug-
gests to him the formatlon of spuch o
company as this. He tells him “vou have
the legnl right to take the stock; 1 eens
no objection to {t, hut be careful not to
mix up your dutles {n this commlission
wlith Your acte In furthering the Inter-
ests of that company.'” 1 don't profess
to glve the exnct language, but that Is
the ldea. He subseribes himself to ono
shara—one hundred dollars—at that time,
He tells you ha would gladly have tnken
miely In nny eampany that woilld have
coma forward, the object of swhlch was
to prepare thess charters,

His object was not to maks money—
that was not the thing—the thing was
un experiment, but It would lighten the
routing work and leave him more time
to grapple with tha serious problems for
which this commisalon wassrented. To
gay that he then dellberately made up uls
mind to violate his duty would be to con-
tradict every act of his life, and Ia con-
trary to the motivea that Influence men
.of ordinary sense, leaving out of quea-
tlon the idea that n.man of hia character
and (n his high position, putting himself
in the power of Major Lanler, at least,
and of all the other corporata officers of
this company, for tha sake of the galn
that could he mada on one shara of stock
In this Virginia Corporation Company, To
say that thers wns any ulterlor or im-
proper motive there, ls to nasert a propo-
sltion, It saems to me, none but g mad
man would make, ‘and nona but a mad
man would balleve.

The Legal Right.

Mark you, ha said, “Lanler, you have
tha right—the legal right.!' ' What did
he menn by that? The eonstitutional
provislon glves tha rightplmpliedly to the
commisaloners themselves, to own slock
in this kind of o corporation—not exprezs-
1y, but lmpliedly, WWhen that provislon
was framed there was an express pro-
vislon' Inserted in It that the comniis-
sloners should not own any stozk In Lrana-
misslon and tranaportation companies,
Those wera all.  Why? BHecaiusa thelr
notlons with raeferance to transmission
and? transportation companies. were not
ministerial but judicial, Thelr chisf bus-
iness was to mianage, contral, regulate
and restrain transportation and transmiz.
slon companies, and the sllence of the
conventlon—tha fallure of ‘the Constitu-
tion to Include any alock excepl Lhe Block
of such corporations, I8 strong corrobora-
tlon of Lhe stntement I make that ..ey
thought they had the right to hold other
stoek,

Can you under thoss clrocumstances
wender that Judge Crump go consldered?
And, but for what has happened in this
cage 1 confess [ would sny that he was
right.

1 cnn ace now, &8 ho oan - sap, that thére
ara possibllities and probabllities which
runder IL best and proper that no mem-
ber of the commission should own the
stoele of  compunles of this kind, 'sven
though theyv deal mostly with matters
which are pursly minlstarinl, That Is the
hend and front of his offending.

Upshur Greatly Mistaken.
Bpenlking of Mr. Upshur's part In the
matter, Mr. Carter sald:

“For Eome cauge  or othor the chlet
clerk got oftended at that—I know mot
why, though I can well Imagine. Tha
trith 18 that a slok wan s lika o slck
waman, and. gometimes  sick  men ara
mora &0, Ha was slok, he was nervous,
he wag hysterloal, and he toole it {nto his
head that !t was an attack on him, and
nn effort on tho part of somebody tp hos
little his offica and to put this man be-
yond his- power and control. X 'do: not
sny that he was corrupt In that, but he
was mistaken—greatly mistaken, There
was no_such Intention; and when Lianler
roturned from his bridal telp, what be-

fore had been @ kind and frlendiy grevi

Ing bocame ns cool as an lelele, and as
distant ns the fixed atara. Upshur re-
fused to spenl to him when he passed
him on ‘tha sirest, and he commenced
then getting  up evidence for thesa
charges, He atuted he dld not know
About this thing In the beglnning—did
not know Judga Crump had an' Interest (n
it, :or know about Lanfer,

But, Mr. Chalrman, the tastimony hera
of thres wilnesses Is that ha wans prasent
n his ofMce night after night when comp.

ell and Lanler were working thers to-

ether over thess filés—which he now
thinks waa improper,

I don't know which la right and which
Is wrong, and I don't chre. That Is a
thing Crump had nothing to do with.
That In a thing the commissloners hail
nothing to do with, But ha flles those
charges, and as If thera was any doubt
about his hoatllity befors that, you can
not have any doubt when you read then.
They start off with tha most highly col.
ored and sensatlonal statemant which
It has been my fortune to read for many
noday, He says: "1 wish It tn te die-
Unotly understood that no personal’ fesl-
Inge''—purely oMalal, privileged com-
munioation—"no personnl feeling 'other
than contempt and abhorrance, Is animat-
Jng me In making this report,”

What sort of personnl feeling would
It have besn If It had not heen an off-
clal document, and if he had turned him.
self loose?

No Personal Feeling,

That was his atatement. But he ro-
striined himself, and had no personal
feeling other than contempt and abhor-
rence, anlmating him In moking this
report—which ls to he construed as om-
clal only., Now comes In the privileged
communleation,

What has the man done? You would
expect to. find murder, arsoy or rape
charged agalnst him, but {t |s this, and
I am not belltiting what he has done
there—{t Is this: that during office hours
he worked some for his company and
employed others to work for It, and that
he was sollclting companiea In the Btite
for the galn of hig company, to reduce
thelr taxatlon values, ‘That is a sam-
ple of the chiarges. [ say, If your Honors
plense, they may be wrong—they nare
wrong—but they are not such offenses
an justify the harsh and extreme epl-
thets a8 nre used by the clerk in his
TEpOrti * v .

Did Not Say So.

Mr. Upshur fAirst objected to the order
requesting  Lanler to resign, nnd de-
mands that it should be expunged, he-
cause, he sald, it dld not state the
truth, Now, Mr. Chalrman, and genfle-
men of the committes, Judge Crump
=iys that no such heated conversation
as atated hy Upshur took place, nand It
12 Ineredible to belleve this man would
say to Crump, “You have got to retract
It, becnuse {t does not slate the truth.'

Crump saya he dld not say =o0. Nobody
else heard him say so.
“Why should he nbject to It? IMd he

want Lanler degraded ond disgraced, or
want a brand put upon him and have him
driven forth as was Cain? 1 eay nothing
he had dong merited such a punishment:
that his removal was sufficinet, and
that removal was all’that justice re-
quired, and 1s ol that any foeman ought
to have wanted, If he merely wanted
to ha rid of a troublesome competitor or
opponent, and the fact thiat he demanded
this mensure of rellef—that he wanted
this truth—shows what I say this whole
matter shows Lo be hls predominant
characteristic—that s, that he s as
valn o8 o peacock.” * * *

*“Wrong-Headed," Says Lanier.

_Continuing In regard to Mr. Upshur,
Mr. Carter gald: “Now thems s the
troubls, There s tha maotive, Then,

when they come up to discuss this fues-
tion, the elerk—nere (8 an |lustration
now to show you what manrer of man
my friend I8, I am not Impeaching his
character; I am not questioning his in-
tegrity, but he ls wrong-headed,

When BMr. Stuart stated that, owing to
the smnllness of the contingent fund,
they declded to dispense with Mr. Bar-

row, who was an admlrable man, In order

to get this rate clerk to fix up this ques-
tlon of rates, which was Impending and
which had been too long delayed, and
take In placa Mr, Wlison, Ar. Upshur,
when he returned from Norfolk or Old
Polnt, or wherever ha had been, sald
that he could not get along without Bar-
row, and thercupon Etuart sald: Well,
aend for Mr. Barrow to come, and 1 will
piy him out of my own pocket. ''hat g
Mr, Btuart's statement about |t. On the
contrary Mr. Upshur states Lthat same
matter this way: “When I got back I
found that without my knowledge or
consent the commission had discharged
Harrow, and I put him back.”” I put him
hack! (Laughter.) Here we see the
pleture that existed, doubfjess, in Up-
shur's mind, of hls slanding over the
commlsaioners and demanding that they
take Barrow back; thoy cringingly and
meekly obayed, It just shows you how
my friend wunderstands the situation,
Why, according to his arcount this com=
mission was under as complate and ab-
Ject subjection to hlm as a llttle ehild
to hls mother. I doubt whether any man
man excapt & marrled man can unders
stand the namount of subjection that
they had to submit to. Now the wonter
to it Ia that with Upshur for a clerk and
Lanler for n depuly, that these 'men
could dn anything bub keep them apfirt
and dodge ITpshur's "big atick.'! (Laugh-
ter.) Yet the testimony In this case nnd
tha history of our Stute shows that this
commisslon has done thu most muccess-
ful and the most in quantity and the maost
responsible work of any body of men
who have served the State for the same
length of time, * * *

Chairman Objects.

After dlscussing the Irreconcllnble dif-
ferences a8 n sufflclent causa for tha dis-
miesal-of Lanler, Mr. Carter sald;

The first thing thesa gentlemen  (the
commissioners did when they got the In-
formation from Hoyall that he Intealed
to bring sult=I don't know how many of
you- gentlemen know Mr, Topall, but If
those charges were heard he would hava
been In' that trial=why, T don't suppose
ths Corporation Uommisslon would have
bean abla to do another llck of work last
year—It' would' have been pgolng on for
months, Hungdreds of wour cllents and
mine would have had a plenio=thers
would have besn no trouhla ot all) he-
oausse the commisalon would have bheen
busy (trying: Lanier and trylng: Upshup

laughter), 1
(Nr. Lanler comes up and threatens &

‘tae A followes;

ault. Henry Btuart at ones sald—

wns not there; he had gone rlcv?nruml;
river—my fden was to give him the
charges, Falrfax says no: he had notlded
that langunge about purely ofticlal 1n
there, He saw what It meant. Ha sald
consult a lawyer to kee whether or not
we have n rlght to give them these
charges.  And they cansulted Mr, Hun-
ton, and afterwards consulted the Attor-
ney-General.  They wera Informed by
counsel—first by Mr. Hunton and afler-
warda: by the Attorney-Genarnd—thnt
these charges were privilnged, and they
should not glva them out without
Sldering the interests and rights of
clerk, who would be feopirdized by i,

Stuart {8 so anxloue to glve out as
mueh as ha can that he suggesis to his
Inwyer, well, If Upshur agrees to (it wa
can let them go out, can't we? Oh.'yen
Iet them go out If he ARTeas to It ‘I‘h‘kn
After Judge Crump comes hack, Stuart
and Falrfax having ngreed beforshand on
what they shall suggest to Uipshur, eall
him In—this nervous, physlon]l wreck—
ag 1 heard It sald—

The Chalrman: [ don't think that Is
A proper way (o characterize Mr. Upshur,
He has no counsel here, 1 don't think
that style of stalement adds anything
to the clearness.

Shown Mr. Royall the Door,

Mr, t=artor: Very well, slr. They called
him In and his first  statoment® when
told that Royall had heen there wne
this: “If I had been n commisslonsr and
such a request as that had been mada
of me, I would have shown Mr. Rovall
tn the door.'” That showed some undue
exclternent.

Then Btuart suggests to him that as
Hoyall had called for the charges, and
A5 the chirges nre motters that he can
probably prove, It will do no harm to
present them to him—glve them to him;
and at Mr. Upshur's request, then pre-
ferred, goes ovar and marks out cer-
taln things which he says were denun-
clatlon=s nnd oplnlons and statements as
lo other people not connected with the

cop-
thelr

suft  that  Royall  Intended  bringing.
There was nothing Improper In that sug-
geation,  because  the statement was

made thit we will #ay te Royall In our
communication, that wo furnish him the
charges  contalned In the report, but
withiiald the balance of the report.
Perfectly frank and falr.

Mr. U'pshur left after expressing a (=
elre to take that matter under considera.
tlon ,and then comies the fArst letter, |J
bellove, which winds with the siinte
mefnit, “If you feel called upan Lo ussisl
Mr, Lanier in his sult, I prefer that you

will give him the whole pape Thes
cill him? in again, and say, Yo have
ml unde We are not wanting i«

asaist Mijor Lanier, but we are wanting

to get as much of this paper into the
hands of the publle us [t Is possible to
get, with your consent, and whith we

1hink we ean do without injury to you.
He pgaln writes a letter, which colls forth
the first letter from this conunission, in
which they use this langnage: 10 wis
furiher stated Lo you by us that if you
prefereed thag the entire report should
b dellvered to  Mr. Royall, that your
wishts In that regard should be re:pected,
and that our suggesilons were to some
extent prompted by thy ponsideration that

In the event of litigation between you
and AMr. Lanler It would be muel hetter
for you to stand on the charges pre-

ferred nguainst Lanler, than upon these
vutside stutements."”

What was there in that but a BUgges-
tion ta this gentleman that if you don't
wnant us to glve out all, let us give
out at least some—but it is for you Lo
say whether we shall give ull or none?

He agaln writes a letter, to which they
make a further reply informing him of the
attorney-general’'s declsion, and eaying
that they want him to have the option
and privilege of furnishing these charges,
or any portion of them, to Major Lanier,
as he pleasss; so that all his mystery, all
his concealment—all this  thing that
cuuged this nipe months' wondar in the
State, arises, I the committee pleass,
from the refusal of Upshur to giva out
those charges.

Mr. Carter Concludes. b
After gpeaking of the high ground thu

members of the commission had takan
all along, Mr. Carter said in conclu-
eion:

UNaw, Mr, Chalrman, there !4 pending,
and will soon he before this commisslon
the most important work which has yat
come hefora them. They have for a year
or more heen gathering the Information
and preparing. the amunition with which
they are to call down the common car-
rlere of this State, and s#a that thelr
rates ara not Improperly adjusted. You
anw thosa two volumes here, which were
golten without waltlng those thres yeary
that Mr. Upshur thought would be neces-
siry before they could get It.

They are about ready, and [ think next
month I8 the time get for the hearing
1 say that no word or act, unless the
evidance demands 1t In  this case—ol
course, If it does, then It must. come—
no word or act should b2 spoken by ths
membars nf the Legislature of Virginla tq
weaken thelr hands, or strike them dowsz
st they are ontering upon this, the first
great battle In behalf of ' tha '‘people
against corporate greed and corporatd
wealths and I say that, T say that rep:
vesenting the people of Virginia, 1 do nof
mean to say that the rallrond companies
are charglng more than they ought. I
don't know, DBut it Is a matter that oughl
tn he carefully examined and Inquired
{ito, and that the body that does U
should hava the countenance and respect
and the supporl of pvary true lover of
his Commonwealth, Take one af these
men - out, and how long woauld It take
a new man of study and acquire the In-
farmation which years and yeard of pa-
tlent atudy enables them now, tol bring
to this issue, T don’t mean to aay Lhat
3ol will remova the man—[ don't think
thero 18 any questlon of that sort at all
to tm consldered—but It you reflect In -
your: report. upon pny of these men, of
cotirse, there Is danger of his retiring
from the commission. I do not mean to
sy ‘that this evidence requires you to
de this thing—he the consenlences what
they may, Jjustlve must be done; that |8
youn duty, but for God's sake, remember
the jssues that nra befare you—not only
nrivate chiarpeter iginvolved, but publla
wenl a8 well. ¢ .

Argument of Mr, Hunton.
Mr, Hunton then addressed the commits:

My, Chalvman, and Gentlemen of  thn
Committea.—lop months the press of this
Htote has teemed with attacks upon the



